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1032 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OP INTERNATIONAL LAW 

Outline of International Law. By Arnold Bennett Hall, J. D., Assistant 
Professor of Political Science, University of Wisconsin. Chicago: 
La Salle Extension University. 1915. 

This little work, as its title indicates and its preface declares, "is in- 
tended as a brief, non-technical statement of the underlying principles 
of international law. It is not written for the specialist, but designed 
solely for the general student and reader who is interested in the world 
problems of the day." And again, "In so brief a work detailed ques- 
tions have been omitted, the author being restricted to the mere state- 
ment of underlying principles." 

The text covers but 106 pages, rather loosely printed, with liberal 
margins. The notes are very limited and confined mainly to works 
usually acceptable. The statements are clear and seem generally cor- 
rect in so far as such brief statements, given with such slight qualifica- 
tion, can correctly present laws so intricate and imperfectly crystallized. 
They are, however, it is submitted, not so often statements of "under- 
lying principles" as dogmatic and greatly condensed statements of 
rules of law the reasons and principles being eliminated for the sake of 
brevity. 

The result is, by no fault of the learned author, who has in the main 
done well, but by an inherent defect in the plan, an extremely attenuate 
statement of rules, with slight or no discussion or explanation. To an 
experienced student it is hardly informing and to a beginner it must 
peculiarly lack the vitalizing support of reason, history and derivation. 

It is submitted that assimilation of knowledge in such form is pecu- 
liarly difficult and information thus got is apt to prove highly evanes- 
cent and temporary. The digestive tract can not advantageously 
operate for long on condensed pellets, neither can the intellect of 
the student. A certain bulk is useful in food for the mind as for 
the body. 

There are ten appendices to Dr. Hall's book, covering 142 pages, just 
36 pages more than the text. They consist of "a classified bibliog- 
raphy," of seven acts or conventions of the Hague Conference, of the 
ratifications of the acts of the Hague Conference and of the Declaration 
of London. 

Some errors have been observed in the text, due doubtless to a proof 
reader to whom legal terms and names were unfamiliar. Thus "Whor- 
ton" at the foot of page 16, must mean "Wharton," "Gyllenorg's 
Case" on page 45 must mean "Gyllenborg's Case." "La Nenfa" on 
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page 65 must mean "La Ninfa." "Aimaire" on page 68 seems a mis- 
print for "Annuaire." 

On page 78 one old English case is cited as giving the better view 
that interest can be collected for the period during which debts cannot 
be paid on account of war. This writer has lately collected and pub- 
lished a large number of far more full and recent cases in our own State 
and Federal courts which support a contrary conclusion. 

The statement at page 89 that the Second Peace Conference agreed 
upon the prohibition of discharging explosives from balloons for a period 
extending to the next peace conference, needs to be qualified by the 
statement that many of the principal nations, including Germany, re- 
fused to agree to or ratify this prohibition. 

The Declaration of London as printed is also likely to mislead in the 
absence of a statement that the English Parliament refused to ratify it 
and that our own government had declined under the circumstances, to 
consider it as binding. 

The reference on page 110 to "2 Carrington & Payre" must be in- 
tended for "Carrington & Payne." 

In the main this reviewer would not wish to criticise the work of the 
learned author, except in these minor details. He has complied with 
his publishers' "restrictions." This reviewer would, however, express, 
with deference, the gravest doubt as to the value of such abbreviated 
statements of a great, varied and not yet perfected department of Law. 

Charles Noble Gregory 

German Legislation for the Occupied Territories of Belgium. Official 
Texts. Edited by Charles H. Huberich, J. U. D., D. C. L., LL. D., 
and A. Nicol-Speyer, J. U. D. The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff. 
1915. pp. 108. Cloth 3/- net. 

This little volume, containing the legislation enacted by a belligerent 
in respect of enemy territory under military occupation, needs no de- 
tailed description other than that contained in the title. Although the 
title is given in English, which would naturally lead the reader to sup- 
pose that the book is printed in English, the texts given are the original 
German with French and Flemish official translations from the Gesetz- 
und Verordnungsblatt fur die okkupierten Gebeite Belgiens, Nos. 1 to 25, 
inclusive, bearing irregular dates from September 5 to December 26, 
1914. No English translation accompanies these texts, but an introduc- 
tion in that language by the authors gives an interesting summary of 



